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A Rock Climbing Guide to
Yosemite Valley, p. 145

National Geographic Magazine,
Vol. 145, No. 6, pp. 782-791, June 1974,
Climbing Half Dome the Hard Way,

Galen Rowell



64

Climbing Half Dorne 
the Hard Way 

ARTICLE ANO 11140TOORAf'llS 6Y GAL.EN RO\YF.LL.. 

Sualcbl bel- it• 1.600 llld 9' tmN a11r ,\\lo'lo't .i~ ...OOflfl ol pttprsiolll(..t# 
Cl'Ullil n.. .,. .. r llllrd dil)· on. "°""•._,., 1..-. Hdl' fliililrw. whoM ~ 
..U,W$ f.wt ~ 1WVW tid'O« '"• "c~ (lua•-dt;c ¥, Wllbilul drW\111 ._..,.._.,..,..,..,_... r.~_.f.t.1,1 . ...,.,. ..... _ _,,. _ 
_......,.. ...._ .. nW dt«b. n,,,., ,_ k,..,.. _ _. ,.....,, u.-b _...._....,.. ___ .arlkNCl~tJ.•~•o._._..... 

.._.w .. tlwilladlliltil"t......._w.M.&.t_f....__'-Po.. ... _..__ f l' I 



65

I 
HATED TO LEAY& ,._ H<11rhy of" 
g.OOd foothold. A f'09t' , .. ia.tk trom my 
wmt di~r down the dill', entll.na In 
tlw hlUl!ds ot Dmnh H.t:1uwk. wtlo uood 

ttturely anchored oo a l"'"O-loot•Wldr kdu 
Bet .. 'ttln IU ll .wriei o( nll'llblntn •'"Mf(I 

like ovnJirc safety 1iin1.,all11thlng the rope tO 
v•rioui lllldiori in the roc-k Thr 1W11mt *"' 
tt'n ft« ~low me. t'rom tbl:rr 11 wat IUI 

Cit~ fifty fttt to ~nJut,.a"4 tbtn a 1hw~ 
fttt .-~ai.J,ti1 down to tbf bMtom of O"' no11h· 
•'t'.Sl fauo(Balf Oocnir. tht INM!Vf ftlCk wall 
111 \'Okfl'litit 1bu john lh1ir «!ltd ~b•• • 
V-~ fro• iu bait, i-. ~ c:litr .. ,... 

f.ro. clot.Mb t0 dr'lh. llik • ~ .,....., 
~ t.ptnd ~'tt 160 ,~ .... ll(ftt '° 
._~fail IO ..wl al OM~ lottu 
u... tan~ • llwoudrl dw .... ...... • 
1llPliA. i(rQlll ftdtlDC. ... t:f.toal .. ........ 
..... a !racer.~-. Ton~ dw.., 
sac. l.,ooo..toot wall tt ~'II To a N<~ 
ca....lla It a ~ \\t •ttt ._. , .. 
....c:o.d. dq ol OGf ;ucmt. 

Tlie .-dlwest £ace ol HAlt Domt wu Ant 
cli.mbed i" 19$1 and bd oftt• ""'"' "akd 

, .. 

tlntt, but llt'\'ft ., w wen- cloit1J: it now 
I klok.td ln froin ot me at a uut in tht 

rock a11 ttJbth GI .,, 1nd1 wide and dttptr 
thin I roold iff "'tom the equipmtnt We· 
1111 hom my 1hwldcr I pick«! oiut • 11ny 
atumlnml'I wtd!CJt, tmal~ th11.n a thumbn<\ll. 
l~nly 1rn rhthlh or an incb thid: From h 
l11m1t 11. ~tetl loop 1hlnntr 1han" ibl>dacir 

Gtntly 1 tbrtadtd lilt .. ~ ifti.oa l'l11trow 
tfl(lt ln tbt (:tfltlt and IU#,Jf'd hard (If! th•l 
<.11bk klop h w-ouW ha'~ to bold my tu.II 
•cls:bl • .-..'al 11 I ~M fd, 

" lMt• • \li •tli ~ - Act el r .rtti 
I < I Pl'"' In) l'Op' m1'I lhir cabk Jo,op and 

) ... Id '° ~ "l.o•'U ,.. ... 
11w topt' b-~ I kft _,.. fooddd ud 

w..n.td ....,_..)' .... tk •al to a ClOY 
litcW. ~tu. nu- blll (v ............ 
I btdtt.rd a .... et nolld Tlw 6nt part .t 
'"' ~ ,....,.WW. ... .,.,. .,. • """" 
fatt et Hal' o...r . ..., O\'a' 

11w ltil\'ffM - ~ R.o,-at Robbi.m, 
kadn ol a I.,__ party llW ~ lk 
INC. M<ffll fll tk (..:., 16 ,-nn bd0tt our 

C..11511.-totcl Ull(li...Wle '°' 
,..,.,. lt41t no-·. ~
,,,... ,...,. """'- ••• m 19Ji bT 
.,,..,~ Roftblllt "'"' ,_"""" 
11M!kn• :i.lany ~"'' folktwtd 

to 1na_., lin tatl, tM Halt 
01mw'1 <r111;:),, k1r tbr .,. 
-lblly ttthlte Kafl of (Wntlai 
flllOM Wt t.oi:c <itkn wlll 
k-1• Oii' uu,plit '1l Ure 
o.ly '*"-"•Ill dMJicb 

I btt DrtllftJ ltt-' (richlJ 
kM tilt a,6d, ~- ..,..IUIOG 
.................... <ti.dt 

·~ b'YOtMih•-•-' ................... u-....-. .. _ .... _...._......., 
~ ........... ,...... -----fatt. 

•ll•mpt .\t t•» llftllt It trU the lonps1. 
mott dlllk\lh tOCl tbmb ('\ft' .aoeipfu;htd 
111 ~h Amtrica. CW tbe: ll\T cb.)"f and four 
nl&htt on Ult wt.I&, Rbbbini Nici. " \\'t Wt~ 
ttllll)' K•rtd bt<&uJtl wt h.idn' donit &n) 
1111111 hke ll brfott-.. 

I lll!ll'W 110111' lit ftl\. re.-r b norm11 for 
••.>9M •Ufmptl••• tJ1t unknown. ud wr too 
l'lm'I lr)fftl ltOrllf:thllll l'C'\'ft at1tPlplcd be
fotf a cll.mb or •ucll ltritdi ud d~ 
f an')\A• ftO 1MlODJ. 

A llitO*I ••a .t.«I Wpport to be ha.mmt'n"d 
inlO • «Kt uni ti 11 rit1l\ Ille a ra.ltro.d spd:it. 
PU& d:l1nbt had '"""" roll!Sidtttd ._pou.blr 
- •t"°"' _. ... .. P'l6ti and ttpunMe 
Wt~ A• the Iba&. achlllbtt wouidl.Uf l.bem 
..... ,_. .. ttir' - """'"""' ... • ....... 
.... ~.dmba- -'iew.et..-s.rtot 
"""'-- '"Htuma .. ~111-. --·· l~ ..... ~'°'"~-lialt 
.-Clfl el•-.-~ daataabt ilwrtf4 
..... MnMl' p&aicu • ttab ad ltwd .. 

..... -·· .-\ .. l(lth. 
CNltd d•l.t ., 8-b.. t"'5e teBW'bbk 

fink a!u:muu.1.m *' let• fOCIW i• the form of 
rtatrow- W1ct,or1f PAl't 71JO)Md lit mulb(11eett'd 
Pl.aPd. The UM of n11U dtvtk)~ morir thAn 
a dttade" 110 111 t~ P..nal•'• l..d.r OU.trid alld 
lfl \VIJH. S611lfJ of the llrt.t nuu 111tn p.clttd 
llP &lon1 the Sit<i>A·1ton rail•-')' by dimbcrt 
on thtlr will) 1a 6"11lot Wd1h «'IW- \ Vith • 
small fOl)t lool)f'lll throod1 UJ hole-,• fr11ub1 
machhlit' Mil (011111 tw Jal7U'111td h1to • crark 
10 Mf''t u • uJ~ •nfhor 
~ MIU att 1Um1t111:1u.f'fd 11:.tQlkaily 

fo, ctlmbtn,. ill vartiout .it6 to rat cnt:l;1 up 
.. .u il'Cha ..... hi ui 16t.al .. Kil • ~·ma)• 
lu''<' «''"'t'ft ~ hokttna pow'tt thM a pico.. 
But ........ " IMo ,.., ...... pl.k& 1116& .... u. 
Ml..,~ I~ th. s.,..,._ 

I ...... ""'".,.......... I ., .. 

MIU 98lil tbt b lltttMOa of ow dm6. 
•tft Drath,....,.. up .. • "'\\'r'-.. ~ 
.... Uw ltllO ... ,.., Vf9 .. bd * 
,...,. n.y -- .... , ... ""- lirft ......... 

Ot..Mi lk!MW\ WM MC a <tim1acl-c ... 
..... A •'ftniUt .t ~ ti t1Wh:ld..y rl ........ ''°"' lk ;\n.bo:. to tht A!Mfu. flir •• l• too 

,., 
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\\'11ll·w•tllf'.o• tovb Wduik JI;!( .. i:ndi.lpc-blt kinl.b ol c:hoc:b M st~fl.(ld\),, -.Ju 
miluim ~c:' l&¥k U> .top )- if )'OU fall. Thut Md M.Ubt dtvko ~ d109Ptd or 
i-hf,d into c:r.dts and ~u:ttd witai downwwd J~ru « ther stttl or eylon c9b~ Up.. 
Wl'ltd )'Ulk1 iullllily lillM<c: i.o ttll!llO~ 11wtii 0. Mii no11-•M'l\lit11 bat b«n Jet l.nfo • 
cn.i;k (tt•~er) • r"w iodia; ff()M • ~ 111~ kh by ~Utt elltr1btl't. A Nftl) .. pin-
11~ w..t.ion !ritl14) (liiit lk •Mbot 10 tile' cl~ rotit Dout (oppi0Sjlll') !Nke. 
.-. u .... ~ ,.-s111 !':» vlll(lrf ttl ""tfull)· ra.c:ll~ bad~ du>ah.na v>d dancilla 

(Jtl)(riienucl nnd cardul to hllV( \eh pito1u 
bdltnd-cl.n.leu ht did it pur~Jy. He and 
our other comp:uiiocl, Doug ROOint0R, h.ad 
10rted the climbing f'411ipmt-11t lC>Jttlhtr. 

J f(~i~td whn.1 £1rt.nnif rl)tallt,: 'rhJt ti~ 
'lli't 111-ere- flQt c1Lff)in104.lr ~t111t:ln ou.r r11ck· 
..ck" \Ve ~re <0mmintd 10 an ad..-~1tt111~ 

Now, 111'(:11 lmo our S«Oftd dl)·, it 'lli"llb 

D<>ug'f turh to kad. from n•)' ltd~ In tbt 
middk of Robb!M Tta\'cNioe: I 'Wl'lllth~ bim 
Sll\lgitk. Ht trkd \•aln.I)' IO platt a nul ttn 
fret aboo\'C tnc In a nllrrOYI crack w\tb fl~rln.g 
s:ldcs.. \\'u this as tu as Yo'c <0uld 1to? 

Oc>ug's right leg ~g;ui co shake bk.I" -.ii old· 
(iuhlooed wwhlg: nuchl.M. Ji( camt dowfl 
and mtt'd. ihlS S«l.ion b uw.lly dlmbl!d by 
PoUnclfog in pit.oos !LOO uWng dite<t aid 
attachi.ni :. n)'lon laddu w a pil.oo u1d 
ttkwing up•-ard lO place another. 

Oc>ug dKlid 6nd no m•t tb111 the fl~ri ng 
crack. "'-ould .i1ctfpt, • he tried a dill'ercnl 
'WI'&)'. A, Dennis fed out rope. be tr.ver$Cd 
downw.lrd to a era.ck 01~!)' l\ Cew inchEf "'ide. 

Our >pirits liCtMM """watched l>ou1'"fr« 
ciimb'"'-u.ing fOC'ltbolds and finvrboldf ~ty, 

without dir«t !UPP<W'\ from rope or :uwbors. 
Soon ht rtaclltd a Ptrlttl slot llhtrc a1 last 
h(. pla«d a 11ut th~t not rvct1 thic -·rlabt of• 
c.ai wuk.I ha\•e bl.Ml~. 

nw. nut ica~ Oou.J: the> conlldc:tlcll' lO con· 
d.nuc (r~ dlmblllj. S()ol) he: bad hb hands 
oo a IN~ a bul'ldttd fort Ion~ at1d baU u 
wi<k u a dly !-idcwall. 'Mic: chl'PituJtlts ()( thc 
RobbJns Tr."~™' wttc be-hind us. 

Doug'\ Jd~•I: tlwi Mo.mufo C tMt 

Doug lbcd ""'""Ill nub tor an<bors. and 
on an btra ropl" be luulal up our llll'O .-.k$ 
holding Jbpin111car, food, an4 four cltlloltS 
ol 111·ntitt in plM!ic boltla. Dtn.nb and I 
joi1't<I him, l~ftini 011-1 1hc nu.u Oo111 hAd 
(II~ f(W pt0("'1iOft fin bis lf.af1. 

Happy nbo11t th~t morninj(• PTO«ircstt wt 
lun<h(d on sawa.p, <iif:CM>. and bard t.a.nd)es. 
1 thou1Cht back 1.0thtdl\Yl'd "-lkt'd Dooui: if ht 
-.•()lllld ~ lnttrt':Sted In d imbini: Half Domt 

Ht had polittly rtf~ ~i\l.lk of his fttl· 
i"P about pii.ons a.Del .. diftct·aSd dimbin.c.• 
J l\Sl~ltcl oC "-M!din.1 i11 a nylon laddtr whllt 
dn\•ln1t • ro"'' ()( pluit1J evu blghc:r, he 
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Thel'(l are .:lway<s .trin,p lllllliCbed 
-dimbin.g rol)H. b1111I litlCl. Jli111;,1. If 
)'OU Ilk web liftltnn to l-UPJ'IOfl )'OU' 

,.,.«-ighL. it's calkod .. dit«"t·aid dunbinic."' 
IC )VU usie thtm. only to <:atth you in 
c:~ )'OU fa!.__ an ac:robat ~ his 
IWl-il'f (alk-cf "frtt dimbine,• 

1'bu'i Me t(iu- left) u!liin«i: dit«t aid 
on a Jhttr gm.nite £ace. \Vh.at '~ hold· 
i~g mt up' Not the dimbin.11. f'OPI":, but 
·~ Jtrfr.r-o. nylon loqp a;upporud by a 
flUl I\~ jw.t IUl(hored. IMO which .ny 
ritht loot Erb 5tinup-f• hion. 

Frtt dimbins up • ttulc •>"''m. 
Dennis (mid dle left) j&IN Iba ancl 
ftt-t into the lil$urt 111 a tttflniq11~ 
called "jlt.l1lmi ng." 

After a d.ay'1 JUll.Kk-numWng lllbor, 
we "tic in" to a hl.8h·rbt fod~ (1bo,·e> 
and enjoy .omc food, rcs.t, and 1h¢ 
luxury of tak.l.rig olf ow Ilion. 

In t~i '""rtkal ,.,'Ofld )'OI• ha'"e to bl' 
PttPlirtd for sudd'n ()OH and downs. 
Trytni: a too·risl:y shoirt·w.t f!C:U- the 
1umrnil, l "pttl," or fall, bt,it Olll)' about 
itn fttt C11t.1r lt"crt). The rope.anithortd 
from abo\·e, pulls tao1 :i.nd nopa nw 
Jlbt abo'-e • 6uk ltd~ AJMU! 

189 
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tittfcrKd to dimll ffk* a rnooni.ain goat, f)n 
•kin ~Jont. 11$ins; tbe «>J>C 011ty u • blldmp. 

Doug ft'IO'V\'d lO the mount.aim af~r colic~ 
10 makf. his lhi11,g by S'Jiditlg and writini
Si.mptid~y k(l)·noto hb. lift. He &I'd a fritnd 
onitt &tt ou1 Oft sklJ from 1hc JOoU•h end or th"
Jnhn Muir Tt.U, ncu ~tount \Vhiuwy, and 
arri\'Cld in Y~mik Vailie-)' mo~ tb.:w a 
monlh lalfl, The)' wmt i.n winter. v.ithout 
M:O\~ lhfflllOf!W(u, W<\lth, or compa,s&, to 
nf)trit~ Ult l\'IOIUntalMOll tbelrowft t~ 
n• Jiut on llW'I'$ wt)' of ft'ICA,jurl111 1hcm.. 

J knew lliat Dou1 • 'U in superb coOOition 
and h:ul t.bc dllll to dltnb 1:1111 ()oil)(. I tokt 
him th.at sortie rtttrn a.t<CtlU had bttTi mote 
thl.n SO ptt'Ct nl fr«. dlmbins: by w.11:11 n\IU, 
we •-ould not need m11J1y pil.Ofl5. 

A.Ctn m1Kb ll1ottgb~. Dou.ic ~ ... 1'11 ao 
I( ""'tdlml.>it dean." Meaning fl() piton.t 1t alt 

I sAicl. "Let's try it clu.n., but well Off)' 
jOIQC pit.oN jwt in Ca.IC." ~g agrt'td, v;c 
~k hand.s, and met a wctJc. lal.t:r in \'OM'mlte. 
~ idea o( \1$l111t nui, i~ of pitons 

Jmptic& much i:nore ~"' 11 wi$b Coc&implicity. 
Tbe lu t man in 11 d lmbin.g party UJm:ally !'\"• 
moo.·~ the pitoM, so t.bcy can be wed apia. 

By tbt b.t.c 1960's, thocisanth of e:timbc'n 
had fl~ a.nd IYMOV«d "'"of 1 ho11J.'IJICb or 
pitoflS in \'•mite Alont., -ari11.1 natural 
uub into ugly -..·hitto ICIU'$. \Viki and on«!~ 
rcmou d ifb WttT f.ut bttornin1 -..-orn pq· 
boozcb in a.n open-air pmnash,un. 

One cou.ld, ot ('O\lr,w, a''<lli!I ctatk dam• 
by ita,•rnc lbc plW>ru In place. Bltl 1h.at would 
rob a climb of much of iU aich'eflt\11'\". Climb• 
ins h CS6entilllly a wildcmcn a.cthity, and • 
row ol pitoru. $na.kl11.5 up a rodt wall detracts 
~.tll)' Crom the CCPf;'fittiet ot btln,J part or a 
l\llU,1,..J Ktf'IC \11\IOlK'Md by ftWll, 

Clin-1n1t to~ alld O.ina'"'~ 

\\'ilh ?u.ncb 6ni$1wd, we turned our u.. 
tcnlion b;ick to cracb and climbing. 

Crack ~y~i:cns iuc like ri\-crJ In IJic: rod:. 
J\lktll'la trt.flk <>''Cr ''t:rtkal tttraln. m.aklar 
r lil'tlblnc J*SIWt on ~~·i~ blal1k. clifb. 

Abo\·c RohbiM ·r,..\'fl'.st ""~ folkl•'Cd a 
I.up uack S)'Slt.m f« 600 (crt., m~tl;y in 
dil.IODC)"t-C:r¥b •·idc t:.uou~b to crawl I~ 
Wdc a!MI a.tccttd by prtMlnJ t.tliMt \ho $100 
with f.houldtr-. hildc, &rlN, or q,. Ry I.ht: 
~ond f'\'toins we uxhul a ~riH of ltdgt.t. 
Ollly <&00 fttt bdow I.ht s111nmit. 

In the ll!tling ) U • we fou.nd Mmp~ Jcy In 
• •alklog bad: lllld forth. dra.~111( 011r blrc 
~ throulb 1bt nnd ~podttd on die lofty, 

"" 

two-fOOl·widc kdga by C4'1\tllrif:I or tfOUoa 
M u.ch or • climb b quid and refkctiW:. So 

it W7.I now, 1,600 fttt abo\•c the~ o4 tbt 
dill' and •,S-00 fm ~·c the dim, haey 
"*1ltY floor. \\1t spoke liult dllrit1ir; • >uppu 
ol pnli~ uisim., a..nd wmttt. N. we bad 
done lllc (lft'rlo..u e\-cnin:g on a nam>w kdgc 
11. thoiua.nd (m ~tow,~ bcddC'd down fo1 
tbf olghl. rOl)ilftl oursd'l'H to tbt wall tO u 
'* to roU oft h~ our slttp (paf't i89). 

\\11e11 All eht: F't.;t(, Try 11 "Skyhook" 

In lllc dni air o{ Ult third morolng wt 
looted do~n inlo the \"alley .!l!IOISl a nii?e: 
btlow. wat<1h.iti.J aft!Jlkc Jl(OSlk, ttt1nJ tbcm 
c.lt&rly, fctlin.s; dost t.o tbf.111, •1111 )"ti $0 far, 

I began the firM lead r.owanl the Vif.or, llft 
overhang o{ the 1ummit th.II.I juu !O fttt into 
•t»tt (dillgnun, p;tge 114). The i.tttp rod: 
toOCI b«amc SO cli1l'itu.ll tbat I tould IW lon.gtr 
rm c-limb. World"' my way uflw#d whh 
ri)iofl ~"' a.iuw:-h«I co riu1$, I came to a 
1pot I CMildll' P*- Noiw oC tbt: nutt 'fli'OUld 
hold in 1he .i-.btl)' O\"C!rbMging crxk. 

Dtnnis )~I.ltd up, "Can you goet a book in,. 
I Jpotlcd a nubbin of rock nOI m1JCh l11qrr 

tblll! my tkumb. IL had a ftat t()I) O<n w-hkb I 
~~fd to h:..na • .. ik>i10C.11t"_. 11~1 boot 
)'OU \UC Whet! )'OQ'd li t e IO USC )'<>'It 6n.gtr• 
nMb but kiM>•' chcy 11.fcn'i •tr1>Clgniou;sb. On 
a nyton laddcr au.ached to ~ boo&:, I moY«I 
up lo ••bc1c I coukl pbe:e anochcr nuL 

Dmnh and Dcwg e:acb kd for a 5ttll0fl 
until we: rc.ac.bcd the btcinninc ol ni,_n k God 
I~~. '° named by the Robbin. JJIUt)• be
caux it crubltd thcct:1 to aV<1id the ViM>r 
Sf,•tral dll'l\bcl'J b:.~ ..U.tn tbc IWlllW to 
1~ a .dldf b43 e:oo-u.h for bl\'~M'· The 
1i1t)' ~ wu 11. SC\'trc di!~pJ)Ointmtnt to 
thc-m It is only IS in(bf:. 111 iu 'fliidtst. 

Dou1 ltd ncrou l~ kdl"'- <nwlin;g PMl 
the natTO""~t p;i.rt. f' rom ib end, be pbctd a 
nut for J:aft1y u b~k ti be C:CM;1k1 read~. 
bd0tt frtt tJlmbl~ • \ 'el'Y dlJ!k,1Jt c~ 

\\'« wtTC now only I.SO rttt below lhc i.Um· 
mit. FritMs who had Wlllked op the cabJt· 
.ccurcd p:i.th•'&>' on the lHlck o( lhc donx 
(flA&'C' 11") ""'a\'Cd trom tbc wp. R111 oiur c;lirab 
w-.u flOC OYd 1'he ttacb wfl'C aarrow •ad 
~n.ild.QcJ('(! iudwncroits of l'lllt pbi::ilig. 

Oei:miJ: led oll' dclintdy. pladn,; 1U1y 
Yri~ \\'td;get. tort~Mtd)' thit rot\ fatt WU 

roug" allow;"' a e:ocnbl..adon of frt'C abd 
aid ch mbinc. Fl e: 1upp(ln<d Jlarl of bi• wttgh1 
oo die rodi:, 1bc me on the mcagr Wt'CigH. 

Soot'I be came to a pbce th111 would pl'O\'C 

to be the key to the ~ucccu Of (aiJurc of the 
e:limb I IUCCl!d ol p.un'-11 ii.It OM Crtltk at • tame. 
be now bad to ckal with dbcood11110\d (~~ 
~luriblna * r001 °' 1•-0 11p Ofle: cract, and 
1bc-n reae:hinJ; 10 a comp&ctdy ditfttt:n1 one, 
l••o or tbrtt fttt to the 1iclit. u,. J:o;li was" 
l«I~ that klokcd dcttpti\·clydow but wu in '*'' JO (fft abo\·c bim. 

1'fmc .k>Crn«l to&l&nd JI.Ill u Dton;~ l)laccd 
• U:)•bciot. Tb(-n • ~ ii:pc('laJ n.u1--.bc 
J.mllllcat of all, made of chr~·mo1~num 
.ltc-cl and only • Wttttnth or HI ioch thick. 

Finally aMthcr tl.ny -..'C'dgc:, hi6 moit SK'Ult' 

anc.hor in lO rtt1.. A11 Lhr« ol .o """"-tt to 
cng~ th.tl IO us t.ho&r lt'IOflWnU tsl)a(lde:d 
to contain 1111 rc:Jlty. Tlu:: (1'Ult or the climb 
wu io lkn.nh'' hARCb. 

t"inally ~ >'t.11«1 down. "Oil bcl~ 
Ht kad tl(d Mt rOIJlll to ~lkl IU'ICbon on 

the $.h~f llhoV'('.. Now <inly two modnatc 

leads .wpanu,cd us from oot wtUtina: fricrich. 
I led oat, Otnnb the ncl-t. 11t1d .t00n •~•-cit' 
hauli.nJ ti~ 'bl hll.jf. lN!to d u: 1b.1 >ummit 

At du$k we ""alktd dov.·n alona the cables. 
oo ti\(. bkk of tll( do~ .ahd k l up ump In 
the (l)rttt ntlU' a tprinr, \\'t bad IW)t h.ad boc 
food or drink fM three days. and the tf'.a wllll 
ib lb\'Of of the ••uminum poc ~ln(!(I tht 
ru1ut Qquid -..-c cou.ld ha\'t t.aMt<L Our beck 
ot phw l)ft(l)fi wctt ~ tomfor ... bl .. thllll 
•oY ma1 l.ttS.SU •-e could l~ot. 

In the morclna: we watchi«l the Nnrisc 
under brewinJt -'orm doocb as .,..., biked lht: 
nmaining ~ milu to tbc v:alley &oot. At 
lllc end or ~ trail on boa.rd«! the public 
~unk bill wilb OW' hcllv)' l)a(:kj, d1at. and 
odor$. \\'e fdt J.atl~cd all(! )'t'I a;lfl'.LllJtl)' de
~ btclUUl'OUr •d\'llDIU~WitS 6n.it.h(d 

Tli&L (ttling will diapptv cwily ••hen llle 
lint ad~urc ~pru. a 

• 

-"TM:t .. iJ n.o upnocu tompuab~ i.o th• mout11¥,.,, .. wt«c Sittn lo\.,nit Joha Muf, HiS 
w«.h nirror out foti:llS- as • ·t UMd-Do\i" r)f-n11b. and 1- H.W Droeit'i Mmunlt. 
Wt art: .,.wd ridit CS0. ft lO IN 11W1W o( Ooi.f ac:hb11 bona tNI WC' not ooly •hie:\~ thit 
llfl!N!•~ o. our O'Wll, brll1 tha1 'It"' did 11 Wllbollt marti"' tho .... ...,. of those wllo follow 

,., 




